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94-88 March 29, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
JOHNSON NAMED DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
CHARLESTON -- James K. Johnson of Charleston has been named dean of 
the College of Arts and Humanities at Eastern Illinois University. 
He served as the acting dean of Eastern's College of Fine Arts before it 
merged with humanities in 1993. From 1978 to 1993, he was department chair-
man and professor in the art department. 
Johnson was selected for the permanent post following a national search. 
In making the announcement, Eastern President David Jorns said, "Mr. 
Johnson's 15 years of experience at Eastern as a faculty member and an adminis-
trator have prepared him well to meet the challenges of this position. His familiarity 
with the university will enable him to make valuable contributions to the current 
and future development of the college." 
Johnson will be the principal academic and administrative officer of the 
college, which contains the departments of art, English, foreign languages, history, 
journalism, music, philosophy, speech communication and theater arts. The Tarble 
Arts Center and Afro-American studies and social science studies are 
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also included in the college. 
Upon his selection, EIU Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Barbara Hill said, "I am confident Jim Johnson, who has strong campus-wide 
support, will provide the solid, visionary leadership to make this unit an exemplary 
college." 
The college is composed of more than 215 faculty members and 1,491 
undergraduate and 145 graduate majors. It offers more than 18 undergraduate 
programs and five graduate programs and provides more than 51 percent of the 
university's general education core program. 
"I plan to bring to the position the same level of commitment that I have 
given in an acting capacity, to continue to serve as an advocate for faculty and 
students by assisting them in achieving their personal and professional goals and in 
determining how we can further enhance the curriculum," Johnson said. 
Johnson earned a bachelor of science in art degree from Emporia State 
University and master of fine arts degree from the University of Kansas. Prior to 
joining Eastern's art faculty in 1978, he was an associate professor of art at 
Arkansas State University. 
During the past year at Eastern, he guided the college 
through a reorganization which merged three departments from the College of Fine 
Arts with six departments from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to form 
the College of Arts and Humanities. 
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In addition to his administrative responsibilities, he has taught an average of 
two courses per semester. Under his chairmanship, the art department received 
accreditation by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design; annual 
funding for scholarships more than tripled; a new art studio hall was built for use 
by faculty and graduate students; and an annual Christmas art sale, all-student 
exhibition and statewide summer art camp were established. 
He has served on many university committees and councils, including the 
Council of Chairs and the College of Fine Arts Curriculum Committee. He also has 
been involved in planning Eastern's annual arts festival, Celebration, and has 
participated in more than 60 regional and national juried and invitational exhibi-
tions. 
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